Falkirk High School Parent Council Minutes
Tuesday 31st of May 2021
Virtual Meeting held at 1900 hrs. 
	Agenda item
	Detail


	Action

	Welcome and Attendees
	Gary Allan (Staff Rep), Val Arthur, Tammy Bell,  Lyn Bennet (Co-Chair), Gail Brady (Depute Headteacher), Vanora Campbell, Lorna Cherrie, Andrea Davidson (Vice Co-Chair), Louise Duncan, Laura Gallacher, Audrey Gold, Leona Hepburn (Staff Rep), Karen Hunter (200 Club), Stuart Kelly (Headteacher), Jackie King, Jacqueline McKinlay, Katrina McKnight, Robert Menzies (Depute Headteacher), Gillian Millar, Jacqui Pearson, Lesley Ramsay, Pat Reid (Councillor), Pam Sinclair (Vice Co-Chair), Valeria Struthers, Pamela Taylor (Secretary), Murray Watson (Depute Headteacher), Bryan Watt (Treasurer)

	

	(1) Apologies              
	Hazel Jones & Nicola McEwen

	

	(2) Minutes of     Previous Meeting 27.04.21 and Matters Arising
	· S1-S3 IPad Deployment – FHS is awaiting confirmation from Falkirk Council that the IPads will be handed out at the end of this session.

· Parent Council Post of Treasurer, no replacement and there is now a concern regarding this as Bryan Watt is stepping down at the end of this session.
· SK provided an update regarding the current situation of Covid at FHS.  There have been a couple of pupils that have tested positive after receiving a PCR test.  Still awaiting on a PCR result coming back regarding another pupil who tested positive with an LFT test. LFT’s are not 100% accurate but are a good indicator where a PCR test should be undertaken to confirm the result.  123 pupils have been told to self-isolate and live lessons have been streamed via Microsoft Teams for these pupils to do online learning. Any pupil due to sit assessments/tests that are having to self-isolate will not be disadvantaged regarding their SQA results. 
· FHS have had a very low positive cases in the past and will continue to follow Covid guidelines to help mitigate the spread and encourage pupils to keep testing with the LFT kits.  FHS will do everything to help support pupils and staff.

· KH has asked for clarification regarding the self-isolation period.  SK confirmed that self-isolation is from when you start showing symptoms or if you are asymptomatic 10 days from a positive PCR/LFT result.  Track and Trace will contact close contacts and advise when your self-isolation period begins and ends.
	

	3) Head Teacher’s

7-minute Briefing

	· SK talked though the Headteacher’s ‘7-minute briefing’ and touched on the 7 points of the briefing:

1. Improvement Planning
2. Family Learning Fortnight
3. Masked Singer
4. SBO PC Dodds
5. June Dates, 

6. Staffing
7. S1-S3 BGE Reconnection/Relationships
· PS asked what would happen if it doesn’t stay dry on the 21st and 22nd of June for the P7 Transition visit.  RM confirmed that there would be covered areas in place if the weather isn’t great.  Pupils will not be outside for the full time they are at FHS as they will be inside with their own P7 classes for part of the day and outside meeting their new form peers with activities for the rest of the time. 
	

	(4) Sustainability – Uniform Bank
	· SK talked through a proposal to promote a Uniform Bank for the school.  Outgrown uniforms, Prefect Blazers etc. could be passed onto pupils who could use them and could benefit families from this service.  Parent Council is to help facilitate the Uniform Bank through the school website and Facebook and encourage parents to help set this up.  Jacqui and Lyn are going to look into this further.
	

	· (5) School Canteen
	· There has been some feedback from parents regarding concerns about food being kept back due to split lunches and also the quality of the food that is being provided to the pupils.  SK has confirmed that there are strict guidelines in place of what is allowed to be served due to salt/sugar content and that all food served has to comply with regulations and that the quality of the food hasn’t changed.  There is a school nutrition action group in place and meetings will be planned with staff, pupils and kitchen staff.  These meetings will allow pupils the opportunity to give feedback regarding the food served and suggestions of different foods that could be offered and for Kitchen staff to update pupils of what can be sold.  The kitchen is allowed to serve a hot service for example fish and chips on 1 occasion per week.  SK is happy to take on board the feedback however it is difficult to keep pupils at school during lunch time due to other food outlets in the area.
	 

	· (6) Surveys/ Feedback
	· Some parents have raised that they are not being updated of the findings from the school’s surveys that take place.  Parent Council are to help out with a “what you said, what we did” paper to all parents/carers and feedback will be provided. 
	

	· (7) ) 200 Club & Treasurer’s Report
	· Main bank account has a credit balance of £915.60. 
· The 200 Club account has a credit balance of £2,182.96. May draw is still to take place.  Cheque payment of £1,500 will be sent to the school.
· BW is currently working on a list of tasks that are undertaken by the Treasurer role and will be provided to Andrea Davidson who has been confirmed as the new Parent Council Treasurer who will start at the start of the next session.
	

	(8) ACOB
	· VS asked if the Reward Day is still going ahead this year.  SK has confirmed that due to the current guidelines the trips are not taking place. Falkirk Council has also confirmed that any changes to planned activities would not be covered by the insurance.
· PR asked what follows after the provisional grades have been given to pupils.  SQA will have an appeal process in place but not sure at this stage if this be the school or SQA that will take the appeals on.  This will be confirmed by the Scottish Government on the 1st of June.
· VC wanted to share her thanks with everyone involved in the PC as this is her last meeting due to her child finishing at FHS and thanked the school staff for their efforts this session.
	

	(9) Dates of 

Next Meeting
	· A list of dates for the Parent Council meeting 2021/2022 session will be provided to all members before the next meeting which is due to be held in September. 
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